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Examination of Suitability for Microbial Limit Testing of Six Cephalosporin Drugs
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Abstract: Objective
cephalosporin drugs. Methods

To establish microbial limit testing methods for six different dosage forms of first — to third — generation
Based on the physicochemical properties and antibacterial activities of Cefadroxil Tablets, Cefprozil
for Suspension, Cefaclor for Suspension, Cefixime Capsules, Cefdinir Capsules, and Cefditoren Pivoxil Granules, and following the
general rule of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia (Volume IV ,2025 edition) ,suitability tests were conducted for microbial limit methods
using membrane filtration method, membrane filtration combined with neutralization method, pour plate method, and neutralization
method. Results The recovery ratios of Staphylococcus aureus, Bacillus subtilis, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Candida albicans,
and Aspergillus niger for six preparations ranged from 0.87 to 1.20. Escherichia coli was detected in both the test group and the
positive control group in the suitability tests for specified microorganisms, while no such microorganism was detected in the test

solution group or the negative control group. Conclusion The established methods are suitable for the microbial limit testing of the

six cephalosporin drugs, effectively resolving issues of false negatives and filtration difficulty.
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R G A T K i e (L P TR 2 VR A RS WD) s HTY -
APLOT BB AL (VT M R B B BRA A o

K2y Sk Z A (UM LB A B R A IR A A,
50 70424310, G VE = 200 780 / ) Sk
R (L AL S 9 AY3221101, B4R R 55 & 1 g, 9
5 A) R TEHETIRER (40 B, 54 TK220601 , #
M RS E 0. 125 ¢, 905 B) s LA M TR EF (il C,
A% R EE42 2.5 o, 15 20240701, 4 5 C) 5 Sk 7 fi5
e (Al DL, 3154 S0323051, BiA% A EERL 5 0. 1 g, 9
Z D)3k e e E (A E, LS04 20221001, #LAS A
RARL 0.1 g, 45 E) ;s LABFE S VL ER R (4l F, 4t
M 20230402 , A% A% E 50 mg, 45 F) s K S UIHEAR
(#£5 Jy 240812B10) , pH 7. 0 S AL 4H — 4 11 M 2% vl
(PB, it %5 &y 240604K10) , ik fi% K & 5 3 fg 15 77 2%
(TSA, #1t 5 4 240822A10) , V> [ 75 45 4 B g B 7% 3k
(SDA, It 5}y 240628A10) , i & K & W WA 15 77 3
(TSB, 41t 5 H 240725A20) , ¥ [ |~ AR A G4 W 45 R
AR E;0.1% & F PRk R (PW, it 5 A
230925A40) , # B 9l W 4K 55 5% gL (MCB, it 5
240702) , 7 FEHLBAR B 773 (MCA L It 5 4 230302) , 5
B A RE TN 1 32 3 (PDA L, 1t 54 220610) , 21 [
U = 2R A PR A 5 R ILALES 80 (TG B Bl 2# e A5
RN AL 554 240130A 1) s EALEN () AL e RHEE 17y
A BRA ]S54 2020321) ¢

TR R 4 T (5035 4 BR 1A [ CMCC (B) 26003 ] 71 25
4T 7 [CMCC (B) 63501 ] | 4 2% I 5 i B [CMCC (B)
10104 ] . 1 {4 &R E [ CMCC(F)98001 ] Bl & [ CMCC
(F)98003 ] . KR 75 #i[ CMCC(B)44102 ], ¥y [ 1 [
£ i 24 i R F 9 o R P U FH B R R 3 4R,
4% SPRIE F BRSO 56 440

2 HEEER
2.1 A&RHE

PRV - 4% 2025 4F J (v [ 28 i (U S ) ) 3 )
TRUS A (0 R A BRI A R ZE AT R R S R
HA KR WS, B TSBH,30~35 C R 3%
18 ~ 24 h; B A S BR A IE 1, B SDA H1,20~25 C F
g7 2 ds ¥ LR R R 43 i H 0. 9% JC i A AL AN T
(0.5 ~1.0) x 10*CFU / mL ! < 100 CFU / mL 1
W BB i F A, B PDA W, 20~ 25 'CF B53R 5 d,
AT 0.05% FE 1L TR 80 19 0. 9% Tt B A AL A W,
filF e 2= JC R R, LA 0.05% 2 1L AL g 80 1)
0. 9% JC A AN W A% (0.5~ 1.0) x 10*CFU / mL
Ml < 100 CFU / mL B9 W W - K B % A B8 il 88 i
<100 CFU / mL Ay TR &

MV BURE S A B LC 4% 10 g, B 250 mL G
BAETE L, 43 %M A PB & 100 mL; BUFE S D A1 E %
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10 g, & 250 mL TG HEOR R, 23 i A5 0. 5% F 1l
Z4T0E 80 1Y PB & 100 mL; HUEE & F 10 g, 250 mL JC B
HETEIE A, A 0. 1% SR@EAE AN 0. 5% 5 111 5415 80 1)
PB % 100 mL, Y& 40 “C/AK A h o 8Os i, 2 5)  #i
5 min, B T W m0R M0 A5 9 ) 1 G 7 2 R A%
o BREEIERAE N 1: 10V / V) BYHER S A - F s Bt
ATV A JF A5 5, IR O BRI B 1:50(V 7 V)
BRI A - 1. F - 1,
2.2 FESEAHITHAREAERIRE

S B 2 O R A A - 1 9.9 mL, 4%
305, 4 < 104 CFU / mL A4 5 (0 R R o 251 0A T
T AR M PR TS 0. 1 mL, TR, B, 0 mL, LA
EPEILAF VA 15 ~ 20 mL iR AT 45 CHELAY TSA,
TRS) B ,33. 5 CHEIER R A 3 d, % H gL,

TOUR A AL 0 v I A 43 T B T AT A - B
9.9 mL, 4 30y, & A < 10*CFU / mL 44 B (0 3 25 Bk
DAL G R TR BT % M SR TR Y PR A 0. 1 mL, TR
A1,BC1. 0 mL, 230 B0 A & 20 mL PW A% 38 JIE ot i s v
1 UE, 11100 mL PW gk (A 300 , 38+, U BB,
HCH 90 R T ) UG T TSA SR |, 33.5 CF 8B R
FEAEL 3 d, % H WL,

HEREE YRR 2 A A A - D 1. O mL,
F A E 20 mL PB / PW (1) 3 5ol & 45 b, 2 98, 4%
100 mL e P e B I (43 A 2,3,4,5K) , e i
JG— R M A 1. 0 mL < 100 CFU / mL A9 4 5 {8
A BR A A 2F AT T R S AR R A R, T
T, B 8 R, B HE U 5 B T RH bW T TSA SE AR b
33.5 CTHEIE AN 3 d, 5 H WL,

T U8 T B A R AN 56 2 o ) B K o O
WA-F/F-110mL, A 1077 .20J7 .40 77 .100 J7 .
120 77,150 J7 200 J3 FASE (1) 3k F0 B 2 il , S 15 min /
30 min, 1. 0 mL, 23 5 1A %% 20 mL 9 pH 7.0 PB/
PW (14 52k 2% v, 308, 45 FH 100 mL i Y i v g
(A HER 2,3,4,5,6,8 1K), HAEf)G— K e
A 1.0 mL < 100 CFU / mL 4 4> 8% (0 8 2 BRI A 5E
AT DA R St AP B M A ) TRV, T, BB B, LA
U8 M TR T LW TSA S AR I, 33,5 °CTF R E R SR AN
it 3d, & HWEL,

L B WO AT IR A R R ZE AT TR R4 2 A PR
i R R 5 R UL 1o mT DL, et e U S A - B
K ¥ — 1047 5 22050 BRI A SR M g8 k4,
AR R I R B A v AN o M R A v
V&4 300 mL; (iR B N 40 T3 B Sk A6 B 2K il (o
Ve 400 mL) 5 B C AL S D S0 20 7 5 Sk 46
PR 25 il (P aet 300 mL) 5 B E U0 150 J7 B4 Sk 76
PAZE (Mg 600 mL) ;s HEEL W F — 1ESI100 77 5
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F1 BREESMTMFRARER(n=3)

Tab.1 Preliminary test results for total aerobic microbial count (n = 3)

@%ﬁa"a . san Halily = RBEE kg _ B | it TES

%5 (x10*U/mL) (min) (ml)  AFEHHRE HEFRHE  ARRERR MR
A Fmik 1:50 0 0 0.93

TRH Fid k% 1:10 300 1.05 0.81 0.9 PW  MCE

MLtk 1:10 200 0.42 0.53 0.96 PW  MCE

300 1.00 0.91 1.10 PW  MCE

BREEERATRE 1110 1.0 30 200 1.10 1.00 1.09 PW  MCE

300 1.10 1.10 1.02 PW  MCE

BREEEREARRE 1010 2.0 30 200 0.92 0.95 0.91 PW  MCE

300 1.10 0.94 0.95 PW  MCE

B RE Bk 1:10 300 0 0 0.97 PW  MCE

Atk 1:10 300 0 0 1.10 PW  MCE

400 0 0 0.97 PW  MCE

BRI ERATRE 1010 2.0 30 400 0.57 0.75 0.9 PW MCE

1:10 4.0 30 400 1.00 1.20 0.94 PW  MCE

1:10 4.0 15 400 1.20 1.00 0.89 PW  MCE

1:10 4.0 30 400 0.87 0.91 0.90 PW  MCE

C Witk 1:10 400 0 1.20 0. 60 PB MCE

1:10 2.0 30 300 1.00 0.94 0.90 PB MCE

400 0.93 1.20 0.98 PB MCE

BRLLEERARRE 1010 2.0 15 300 1.00 1.10 0.88 PB MCE

1:10 2.0 30 300 0.96 1.10 0.89 PB MCE

1:10 4.0 30 300 0.94 1.10 0.89 PB MCE

1:10 4.0 30 400 0.98 1.10 0.81 PB MCE

D Btk 1:10 400 0.61 0.94 0.83 PB MCE

1:10 500 1.00 1.10 0. 86 PB MCE

BRLGLEERATRE 1010 2.0 30 200 0.32 0.38 0.77 PB MCE

1:10 2.0 30 300 1.10 1.00 0.88 PB MCE

1:10 2.0 15 300 0.89 0.88 0.85 PB MCE

1:10 2.0 30 300 1.01 0.89 0.89 PB MCE

1:10 4.0 30 200 0.87 1.07 0.88 PB MCE

E EREEERESPRE 1110 12.0 30 400 0.02 0.38 0.89 PW  MCE

1:10 600 0.58 0.80 0.95 PW  MCE

1:10 15.0 30 400 0.54 0.86 0.98 PW  MCE

1:10 600 1.00 1.00 1.10 PW  MCE

1:10 15.00 15 600 1.10 0.92 1.20 PW  MCE

1:10 15.00 30 600 0.95 0.92 1.10 PW  MCE

1:10 20.00 30 300 0.94 0.97 0.96 PW  MCE

1:10 20. 00 30 400 0.93 1.20 1.10 PW  MCE

P ORsEEREAPRE 1010 10.00 30 800 0 0.06 PB MCE

1:10 0.04 0.75 A MCE

1:10 15.00 30 800 0.03 0.27 PB MCE

1:10 0.25 1.00 A MCE

1:10 20. 00 30 600 0 0.34 PB MCE

1:10 0.54 0.74 A MCE
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gR1 FEEBEOTHTURELER (0 =3)
continued Tab.1 Preliminary test results for total aerobic microbial count (n = 3)

4%“ . #8u A% REEE  ikE _ riﬂful: | N HiEE
%5 (x10'U/mL)  (min)  (mL) 2FEHHRE HRIFRHAE  AERELRE MR
1:10 20. 00 30 600 0.75 0.63 A N66

BREEERSTRE 110 200 30 600 0 0.87 0.73 PW MCE

1:10 200 30 800 0 0.88 0.75 PW MCE

1:50 100 30 400 1.00 1.00 0.99 PW MCE

1:50 100 30 600 1.10 0.94 0.94 pPW MCE

1:50 100 15 400 0.91 1.20 0.92 pPW MCE

1:50 100 30 400 1.00 0.93 1.10 PW MCE

1:100 100 30 600 1.02 0.88 1.10 PW MCE

EAHBAE0.1% I BEASF2 0. 5% wLi8 80 4 pH 7. 0 K PB;MCE 4 % /KM i A F 4 2 B 5 1 ; N66 A JB K. 66 Ji%
Note: A indicates sterile pH 7.0 sodium chloride — peptone buffer containing 0. 1% lecithin and 0.5% Tween 80; MCE indicates hydrophilic

mixed cellulose ester membrane;N66 indicates nylon 66 membrane.
7 3L T B 2l (P et 400 mL) B, 55 480 B sk ml ik
FLIIAE 0. 87 ~ 1. 20 JL RN R IE H.
2.3 EEMEBEESHITEFA EERERLE

P T 3k 0 B 2 B TR RN R E TR I TR VR S B
PR I SR P 03 o 5 1 0 e T A SR A 7 T 65

RIS A B TR A - F 9. 9 mL, 4% 240y, 4%
JIAO0. 1 mL < 10*CFU / mL [ FH (o8 B RO 22 i A5 1
T ARAT W2, 0 mL, FEA SR <45 ‘CSDA #-F-IIIL
R EE, T 23,5 CEIE R IR NS d, % H WSS,

M T A - DA Vs VR R TR, LA A
[l 55 4H

PP X L2 - AR B R AR e ot 85 R R AT VA,
RERAERIAE A .

RN HRAH - DA R A 0 (it VA W, P P
[l g5 4H

5 TR« i TR RIS e T o B L 2 T AT B
T AR A TR A - F R T R R T RO R
FHAF- ML 2647 J5 2356, 314l L 3 0. 89 ~ 1. 10
LA Ch EZ ) RLE
2.4 EHE(KERAE)ISHERIKE

B 5 M BB A I A a0 4 < Bk T TR R
T A 10 mL HE R A - F oL HERN S TSB
LA L. 0 mL < 100 CFU / mL A K i 352 4 1L TR
5],33.5 CF #5918 ~24 h, BU 1 mL, & 100 mL MCB

2 EFNEBSEEBTERARER(n=2)

Tab.2 Preliminary test results for total combined yeasts and

molds count (n = 2)

BRBHT GEA%E ZhE|BASKT abL4%kE ZwE
A L10 0.9 D .00 0.92
B 0.96 1.00 E 0.97 1.10
C 1.10 1.10 F 0.98 1.10

98

t1,43.0 CF 5555 24 ~ 48 h B S5 R 580 T MCA
1,33.5 CRE57 18 ~ 72 h, % H W%,

VR B 3 0 1 R B o B R v N B 4 - )
SRR WA - F 10 mL, LA 50 mL (1) PB / PW
()R e A P YR AT U, R BB, A B JE —
VEW A 1.0 mL < 100 CFU / mL i K i 35 % 1 Tk
HUH B8, 42280 2 100 mL A9 TSB Bl & 18 7t 3k 760 0 % il
) TSB #1847 ,33.5 C R 5 4£ 18 ~24 h, B 1 mL, &
100 mL MCB H7,43. 0 “CF 5555 24 ~ 48 h BUE =Wk £k
R T MCA |,33.5 C 59218 ~ 72 h, & H Wg%,

Fie 2. 3T Jy il A5 b S VA VLA X R A
FEMEXT HRZH 4% 2. 4 T ik A KR A A

gl AL T R 9 3 M TR 2 R DL 3. mT I,
a7 A AR AL A - FIEC10 mL, 2L TSB(100 mL)
RE R o HE i A SR FH R B8 | phise o 200 mL; it
it B C YR A (FRoRnyE ) Ui 20 J7 457 1) Sk 7 B
F A D - F YR AR DRI A rh A ik
it D R0 20 T3 507 1 Sk A6 TR & i (P £ 300 mL) , ik
R b E S0 80 J7 B 1) Sk 6 0 2K Bl (b £ 200 mL)
HER A FESIN 50 J7 A 1) Sk A6 78 25 it (vPE 2 200 mlL)
S5 I A 24 B A, A A O [ 2 MO R
2.5 ISUEIRLE

HRAE 1 AR G5 0 o 19 il 1k E B R AT 3 Ok T
SEE, ISR A AE A (P E 25 L) R, IR AT AT A5 R
WFE4EHEE,

4] 0L, A6 A - ERRBRGCA 110, 455 F
R e 1:50, BRI A SR T g ik 4h , Ho Ay
P41 R FH RS 2k R i I A v A S S A
300 mL; fi3a 5 B I8 0 40 J7 B Sk 100 1 Al (b vk
400 mL) ; (3 A CANAIEIR A D W 20 J5 B4 Sk f TR R
it (k2 300 mL) 5 ERS E IR0 150 7 B Sk A
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R3 EHEAFERAETIRELSER(REH / HEXNRAE / il RiARAE / AEXRA)
Tab.3 Preliminary test results for the suitability of specified microorganism testing methods (test group / positive reference group / test

solution group / negative reference group)

BER%T TSBAR(NL) wEZ(X10'0/nl) #%E(nl) ik LR\ BERAT TSBAR(NL) WEF(X10'U/ L) #kE(nl) ik 43
A 100 200 EBEEE +/+/-1- 100 300 ERdE -14l-1-
1.0 BEE(PRE) -14/-/- 2.0 300 EELEERATARE +/4/-)-
5.0 -l+I-1-| E 100 8.0 200 EREEERAPRE +1+/-]-
B 100 1.0 BER(PRE) +4]-]- 10.0 200 -1~
2.0 +4]-]- 200 15.0 AR -+]-1-
4.0 +4]-1- 300 10.0 -141-1-
C 100 1.0 BEE(PRE) -14]-]- 300 30.0 -+]-1-
2.0 +4l-1- 500 25.0 -1~
4.0 ++l-1-| F 100 5.0 200 ERLEERSPRE +14+/-1-
400 EEEEE S 44/ 200 5.0 ARARERS P RE +14/-1-
D 100 10.0 BER(PRE) -14]-]- 200 5.0 Bk t4]-1-
200 15.0 -14]-1- 8.0 -1~
300 15.0 -14l-1- 10.0 -1~
500 10.0 -41-1- 300 3.0 AEE(F ) -1~

E: o+ ARBHAERKRI; - ARHEKR KO,
Note: + indicates good growth of the test microorganism; — indicates no microorganism growth(for Tab.3 and Tab. 6).
x4 FEEEBHAFEAMKBER

Tab. 4 Suitability test results for total aerobic microbial count

- o EOL
BRE e g PRE O RRMR MR Toons wirand | mAREER | GeARE 2ad
hF (x10°U/mL) (min)  (mL)
1 2 3 1 2 3 | 2 3 1 2 3 | 2 3
A HRaEE 1:10 300 0.9 0.89 0.91 093 0.95 0.90 0.95 .1 092 1.00 0.95 1.10 0.99 0.94 0.97
HREEERSPRE 110 1.0 30 200 0.93 098 0.95 0.90 0.9 0.93 0.9t 0.88 0.94 110 0.96 1.00 0.93 0.89 0.9
B EEZEERATRE L0 4.0 30 400 0.98 1.10 0.89 0.92 0.89 0.92 0.93 0.92 0.89 0.95 0.91 0.88 1.10 0.89 0.88
¢ ERgEERAPRE L0 2.0 30 300 0.94 1.00 0.98 0.95 1.10 0.96 0.99 0.87 0.89 0.89 0.95 0.94 1.10 0.94 0.95
D EREE 1:10 500 100 0.92 0.89 1.10 0.98 0.95 0.96 0.87 0.88 0.98 0.95 0.93 0.98 0.98 0.9
WL EERSPRE 110 2.0 30 300 0.95 0.90 1.00 0.98 0.92 0.94 0.88 0.92 0.95 0.93 0.97 0.96 0.95 0.99 0.97
B ERZEERAPRE L0 15.0 30 600 0.97 1.00 0.9 0.99 0.93 0.97 0.95 1.10 0.99 0.96 0.89 0.91 1.20 110 0.9
FooAmdksgstRE 150 10.0 30 400 100 0.91 0.96 0.94 0.88 0.92 0.9 0.97 0.95 0.95 0.97 0.93 0.92 1.10 0.9
%5 BENBSHANTEEAMLRER 6 EHERREAEARER
Tab. 5 Suitability test results for total combined yeasts and Tab. 6 Suitability test results for specified microorganism testing
molds count methods
A R | #f&u& VLT w@%mﬁ hikE . - fakat M Fﬂw‘i,ﬂ
) Tk HBR RN ] ZwE % () E/10ml)  (ml) BA kA RA
Y5 St
1 2 3 1 2 3 A1 W FRdEE e - -
A 1:10 0.92 0.97 0.95 0.99 1.10 0.90 B 100 20 LRE(P ) + + - -
B 1:10 0.96 0.99 0.93 1.00 0.89 0.91 C 100 20 LRk R + + - -
C Fmi 1:10 1.10 0.96 0.93 1.10 0.92 0.95 100 W00 ERiER + + - -
D 1:10 1.00 0.91 0.98 0.92 0.97 0.96 D10 00 ERdEERRATRE O+ o+ - -
E 1:10 0.97 0.96 0.94 1.10 0.90 0.98 ) 100 80 W ARLEERATRE 4 + - -
F 1:10 0.98 0.93 0.99 0.89 0.94 0.95 500 50 LRk R + + - -
AL 600 mL) s WAL F ST 100 7 i Sk P 0 0 W EREERRRRRE e o
Bt ik 400 ), 55 8L P20 M o b 4 S 1,
3ok (e - -

0.87 ~ 1. 2075 N, RCRIEH .
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A S AT UL A A - FRRRZCR 1:10, R AT
B DR RN R A RESO PER R L3475 0. 89 ~ 1. 107E I .

2% 6 A] UL, (3 it A SR FH RS Ok D8 v (R R h
1:10), #2200 mL, TSB AR 100 mL; i3 54 B A4t
B CoR A E B (PP AL ), TSB(100 mL) HHEs i 20 J7
BT 1 Sk AR R B R D — F X8R R g v Ik
A ATE A D A9 TSB (100 mL) HH 84 20 J7 B A
1 Sk F6 B 25 1 ( oPgE o 300 mL) 5 R E 0 vhyge ol
TSB (100 mL) H1 78 11 80 J3 B 1) Sk 6 B 2R il ( o v i
200mL) ; s 5 F A9 TSB(100 mL) 51 E8 50 50 J5 247 1)
Sk A6 T W (g 200 mLL) |, 45 S 56 26 R0 BH 1 o e

ZH YA HS K 5 A TR, AR 4 TR ZE R O 1 o R e
R HIZTA
3 itig

ARAFFE R 6 FPEE 1 - 3 H IR LA RN
B W BR B A Ay T AT R AL, BGRB8
S Tt A B D) o 2 o ke e Sk 7 TR R e o 5
TSN T RN L 58, iz 5 Y i e W PR A A
J7 1k B HE ST PR UL R A

FERRRR S BB 8 b, 28 1RO S AR N R
2RISR TE I ST B I PR T I PR,
K PB BRI AT 5 S 3 75 ok L3 5 3R B Sk v B kAl
HiL JE 5 A AR EL BT T 0 TR AE b 28 wh i R s
0. 5% % 111 AL g 80 1T 24 3 5 i %k I 1 B3 38 4o 310 18 1
P R O & PR S U i=E oy A K=/ ) L B W Y
MR R 0. 1% K G OPRER 5 0. 5% F LA 80 T 1
Fh 43 BV 5 g s R 05012 - 14 B B e 45 2R (/R , MCE
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