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Abstract: Objective To provide a reference for the reform of higher pharmaceutical education in China. Methods The differences
in higher pharmaceutical education systems between China and Australia were compared from five aspects: education system,
academic system and degree, curriculum design, teaching mode, and practical teaching. Results In terms of education system, the
higher pharmaceutical education in China developed later than those in Australia and the two countries have different training
priorities. In terms of academic system and degree, the undergraduate pharmaceutical education system in the two countries is
usually a four — year program,but the system in China is more diverse,and it has begun to explore various long — term education
models in recent years, but the students in Australia must complete their undergraduate studies before continuing to pursue a
master of doctoral degree. In terms of curriculum design, China mainly focuses on basic theoretical courses, professional courses, and
experimental courses, while Australia mainly focuses on medical fundamentals and pharmaceutical practice courses, with practical
courses running through the entire training cycle. In terms of teaching mode,China mainly adopts traditional lecture based teaching,
with theoretical and experimental teaching carried out in stages, but Australia focuses on the combination of theory and practice,
with diversified teaching models. In terms of practical teaching, although the two countries have made specific regulations on the
duration of practical teaching, Australia has clearer requirements for the quality of practical teaching, and students’ practical
abilities, and the satisfaction of teachers and students is also higher. Conclusion It is recommended that the higher pharmaceutical
education in China should strengthen its integration with continuing education qualification certification on the basis of exploring
the long — term education system for pharmaceutical majors, optimize course design, innovate teaching models, unify the teaching
evaluation standard, take professional practice as an opportunity, and build a cooperation platform of universities — hospitals -
enterprises to achieve multidimensional training of pharmaceutical talents.
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Fig. 1 Curriculum system of the undergraduate clinical pharmacy

program in the Huazhong University of Science and Technology
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