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Abstract: Objective To optimize the green synthesis process of sufentanil citrate. Methods With N - Boc - piperidone, aniline,
and 2 — (2 - thiophene) ethanol as active pharmaceutical ingredients (API),sufentanil was obtained through Bargellini, esterification,

reduction, methylation, deprotection, sulfonation, N - alkylation, and acylation reactions. Finally, sufentanil citrate was obtained by salt
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formation. Results The optimal green synthesis process avoided the use of highly toxic reagents cyanides and palladium on carbon

hydrogenation debenzylation processes,and the purity of the final product could reach over 99.5%. Conclusion The optimal synthesis

process of sufentanil citrate has the advantages of cheap and easily obtainable API, mild reaction conditions, simple operation, and

high process safety,which can ensure the quality and safety of the drug and is suitable for green industrial — scale production.

Key words:sufentanil; green synthesis;process optimization
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Bruker Avance 400 MHz %Y 4% fif e 9 b 335 4% (2
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SIS, B B R E Agilent/z}ﬁj °
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(> 99%) N - BT E I (Boc) — WRIERR( >98%),
iR —H R (> 98%) , WA FLE (> 97%) , A AL BN
(60%) , WLH Bt ( > 99%) , H i B4 ( > 98%) , T4 ik
(>98%),2 - (2 - WEMY) 2T ( > 98%) , AL ( > 99%),
ToAKFETR (97%) , B0 B _E 22 se MRA AR A BR 2
] AR > 96%) RIRFR( > 99%) IRIREEM( >99% )
FALE (> 99%) , FREREN ( > 99%) , A5 ( > 99%) , 2.1
LHE(>99%), ZBE( >99%) , .12 ( > 99%) , 1F C %
(>97%), VU W (> 99%) , N ( >99%) , A AL A H
TV (30%) , K (25% ~ 28%) , = [ (> 99%) ,
WEE(>99%) , LEE( > 99%) , A H %e( > 99%) , ¥4l
A i gt R A R A R
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2.2 BRIZ
221 4-FKEHE-1-HTEKE-RE-4-FR

$£20. 0 g40%(0. 215 mol) 30. 0 g ZEALLEN(0. 75 mol)
90.0 g N — Boc — WRIERR (0. 452 mol ) . 1. 2 L U & Wk R
A3 LIS, FEHR 2 0 °C, ZZ 18 n 90. 0 g A& Al
(0.75 mol) ;T N5EEE , T 0~ 10 CHEFE 1 b, HAEE IR T
PidE 12 ho N5 g K8 YR T 400 mL K, FH S
ik Y 345 2 U, AR 100 mL, KA 22 0 pH 2 3 ~ 4, F
LR CBEFE I3 YK, 45U 100 mL, & A WL, Bk 3R
2, B 50 mL, A ML 48 2+, in A 200 mL 1E 2
B BEFE L h, g1 JEDET 50 ~ 55 C TS h, 32K H (@
FAIL G P 1 44.0 g R 64.0%) , 21 99. 0%
'"HNMR (400 MHz,CDCl;) 8:6. 66 ~7.26(m,5H),3.75
(m,2H),3.33 (ddd,J = 13.4,10.1,3. 1 Hz,2H),2. 13
(ddd,J=14.1,10.1,4.2 Hz,2H),1.98 (dt,J = 13. 8,
3. 6 Hz,2H),1. 46(s,9H) ESI-MSm/z:343. 16 [M+ Na] *.
2.2.2 1-Boc—4-KERHEKE -4- FEEF B

14 600 mL IS 42, 0 g fbA 9 1(0. 13 mol) .36.5 ¢
f 2 89 (0. 26 mol) | 18. 3 ¢ Bt B2 — H ik (0. 14 mol) Jil
A2 LRSI A, I 2 B iR e FE 1 he [ 4
RHZE S, DR E 2T, 400 mL & H ke,
YR 200 mL 76 F R S BN 7K 5 . 200 mL 16 AT fk
BRK VA TRV L AT MLAR ST e 46 21, I 300 mlL IE &
Pt BEPE 1 h, 98I, BEUE T 50 ~ 55 CT 8 h, /32K (0
FIRAL 5402 38.9 g (WLH Ty 88.7%) , 4E 1% 4 99. 2%
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Fig. 1 Synthetic route of sufentanil citrate

'THNMR (400 MHz, CDCl;)8:7.20 ~7.21(m,2H) , 6. 79
(t,J=7.3 Hz,1H),6.60 (d,J =8.0 Hz,2H),3.90 (s,
1H),3.68 (s,5H),3.33 (ddd, J = 13.4,10.1,3. 1 Hz,
2H),2.13 (ddd,J = 14.1,10. 1,4.2 Hz,2H), 1. 98 (dt,
J=13.8,3.6 Hz,2H) ,1.46 (s,9H) ,ESI = MS m / z:
357.18[M + Na]*,
2.2.3 1-Boc-4-FKEAFAHK -4-FF Rk

H 200 mL PO & IR A 26. 8 o 1A 2(80 mmol ) fil
AL LA, FEIRZE 0~ 10 °C, BB N& 3.5 ¢y
SR AR (92 mmol) 1) U S W M T 22 i 240 mL, 3 0 58
B T 0~10 CHEFE T ho RIS AR A 6 mL
20% S AEALEN K S .10 mL 7K (50 g TCK BREREN , it
30 min, P8, PRI 2% Fr G R K S W DR 4 2 IR, BRIR
100 mL, 43 HH A HLAH, W8 2=+, in 160 mL 1E & %%, 1 41
1 h, 3E3d, 3EYFT 50 ~ 55 CTE 8 h, A2 E kb &
W13 22.6 g (UL H K 92.0%) , 4l FF K 99. 6%, 'HNMR
(400 MHz, CDC13)8:7.19(t,J = 7.8 Hz,2H) , 6. 76 ~
6.90(m,3H),3.66 (d,J=132.1Hz,4H),3.13~3.25
(m,2H),1.88(d,J =13.9 Hz,2H), 1.52~1.64 (m,
2H),1.45(s,9H) ESI - MS m / z:329. 18[M + Na] *.
2.2.4 1-Boc—-4-FKEFHK -4-FAWFHRE

#4100 mL DY S IR A 2. 9 g ZAK4H (0. 12 mol) fITA
500 mL S N, 2812 N 90 mL £ 18. 4 ¢ b AW 3
(60 mmol ) 1Y U S R IR V25 8, Vi I 52 52 4 1 h, FRE218
%M 30 mL 7% 10. 6 ¢ L H B¢ (75 mmol ) A9 I & Wk M %5
W TN SEEE B 3 ho SN R, B R AT K
VRV 3K, IR 50 mL, A MU 4E 21, 1N 75 mLIEC
Pt BEPE 1 h, pEad, IEUET 40 ~ 45 CTHE S h, 32K (0
AL G4 15. 4 g (U 80. 0%) , 4H 54 99. 5%

'"HNMR (400 MHz, CDCl;)&:7.18(t,J = 7.8 Hz,2H) ,
6.79~6.94 (m, 3H) , 3.69 (s, 3H) , 3.23~3.42 (m,
7H),1.87(d,J=13.9 Hz,2H),1.58 ~1.67(m,2H),
1.46(s,9H) . ESI - MS m / z:343.20[M + Na ] * .,
2.2.5 4-FEH-4- (FEFH)REELHR D

H4 65 mL Ak & H B WO A 500 mL
REIZE 20 CLAF, in13. 0 g L4540 4(40 mmol) , %2
N4 ho SN ZE S AR 2T, BN 40 mL HY BT
FH 30% ) B W 0H pH 22 8 ~ 9, g, IR TR 4R
T, 60 mL " BER 4. 0 g TOAK B FREE ; I8, IE
WHRAR 21, i1 100 mL LBl e pH 2.3 ~ 4,
UEat, UEUET 50 ~ 55 CT 8 h, R A A B A&
Y5 12.2 g (R K 98.3%) , 4l &}y 99. 8% . 'HNMR
(400 MHz,CDCI1,)3:7. 31~7. 43(m,5H),3. 96(s,2H),3. 31 ~
3.34(m,3H),2.45~2.57(m,4H),2. 01 ~2. 06(m,2H) ,
1.56 ~1.65(m,2H) ,ESI -~ MS m /2:221. 16[M + H] *,
2.2.6 2-(2-wEH) 3 BB B

#2562 - (2-WEM)LEE(0. 2 mol) \28.3 g —
Z (0. 28 mol) 400 mL — A H BEIIA 1 LN, T
0~ 10 CRM27. 5 g HARMHES (0. 24 mol) , T N5EEE,
T0 ~ 10 CHRZEAFE 2 ho SO 5 R, Nk 250 mL, 439K
JKAHFH @ e 28 I 2 R, R 150 mL, 5 IF A HLAH 4K
U RNk R AR 7K PR 1A% 3 IR (R IR 130 mL) (/K PRI
1R (130 mL) , A WA 2 1, 3 8 ARtk &9 6
42. 8 g (W #a4% 100. 0% T+5-) , 42 H 99. 4% '"HNMR
(400 MHz, CDCl;) 8:7.38 ~7.40 (m, 1H) , 6. 94 ~ 6. 96
(d,J =5.2Hz,1H),6.90~6.91(m, 1H) ,4.22 ~ 4. 24
(d,J=6.2Hz,2H),3.13~3.15(m,2H),2.85(s,3H) .
ESI-MSm/z:207.01[M+H]*,
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2,27 1-[2-Q-%pHE) K] -4-FHFHE -  6.94~6.97(d,J=4.6 Hz,1H),6.92(s,1H),4.00(s,

4- KEFERE

1 60 mL K F 11.4 ¢ AP 5(36.7 mmol) il A
500 mLBERR B FE , FH 40% S E ALK 5 O pH &=
9~ 10, g1, JEVEH 60 mL KRG, UERR R IR 46 =+,
34 - WA B - 4 - FREIEIRIE K Bk 4 - HEH
B - 4 - REILIRIE 6.3 ¢ LA 6(30. 5 mmol) 6.2 ¢
= JE(61. 4 mmol) 0. 25 g fALH (1. 5 mmol ) F1 100 mL
ZEMA 500 mL J2 3, 1813 B2 20 ho S50 25
Wedi 21, 0 50 mLK, 364, LR CBE A I3 IR, FHIK
100 mL, & A HUAH , FHZK GRS 3 I, B 50 mL, A HLAH
Wedim 2=+, 50 mL 70% 579 BEOK W, A A U
it JEYEF 50 ~ 55 CEZS T4 10 h, 7528 (1 [ iR 1k
BT 7.4 (RN T2.9%) , 4l FE K 99. 8% . 'HNMR
(400 MHz, DMSO - d¢)8:7.26~7.27(d, J = 5.0 Hg,
1H),6.51 ~7.05(m,7H),4.69(s,1H),3.46 ~ 3. 48(d,
J=4.9Hz,2H),3.31 ~3.34(m,3H),2.90 ~2.95(m,
2H),2.48 ~2.56(m,4H),2.29 ~2.36(m,2H),1. 85 ~
1.90(d,J =13.4 Hz,2H) ,1.62 ~1.73(m,2H) . ESI -
MSm/z:331. 18(M+H]*,
2.2.8 #HEAE

$6.1 gfbEH7(18. 4 mmol ) F160 mL 5 FF 4 fm
A 500 mL 2 W b, B4, F 0~ 10 "CAR KRN 2. 0 ¢
NBES (21. 6 mmol) F10. 56 ¢ = Z % (5. 5 mmol) , 4k 45
PEHE2 ho W ZE S, 1130 mL K, FHE/KH pH 2 9 ~ 10,
SR, KA G P BEAC I 2 K, K 50 mL, 5 I A AL
AH U 1 R £ R 7K PR 13K (50 mL) (/K BRI 2 1K
(BFR 50 mL) , A AL S 2T, 040 mL £ BERE A
P22 12 78 i 50 mL K, Ar i A4 98, i T 50 ~
55 CT 10 h, RO REIAAEW 8 6.9 g(WRN
97.0%) , 2l i 1 99. 7% 'THNMR (400 MHz, DMSO - d,)
8:7.29~7.42(m,6H),7.13(s, 1H) ,6.94 ~6.96 (d,
J=4.8Hz,1H),3.97(s,2H),3.33(s,3H) ,2. 64 ~ 2. 69
(m,2H),2.50~2.57(t,J =7.4 Hz,2H) ,2.42 ~2.47
(m,2H),2.12~2.16(m,4H) ,1.67~1.75(m, 2H) ,
1.55~1.62(m,2H),0.75~0.82(t,/ =7.3 Hz,3H) ,
ESI-MSm/z:387.21[M+H]*,
2.2.9 MBBEFIFARR

30 mL & 3. 1 g Jo/KAF R (16. 3 mmol) Y P4 Fili
VTR N 22 60 mL 7% 6. 3 gtk &4 8(16. 3 mmol) (1 N i
W, T 0~ 10 CHEFE4 h, JE3d, JEDF T80 ~ 85 'C T
120 h, 15 A ERIE A9 9. 1 g(WER K 96.5%) , 4l
B 4 99. 9%, 'HNMR (400 MHz, DMSO - d,) 8: 10. 35
(brs,4H) ,7.38 ~7.46(m,5H) ,7.35~7.36(m, 1H),

14

2H),3.36(s,3H),3.08(s,1H),3.05(s, 1H),3.02~
3.08(t,/=13.8 Hz,2H) ,2.78 ~2.85(t,J = 14. 1 Hz,
2H),2.55~2.69(m,4H),2.16 ~2.21(m,2H),1. 83 ~
1.90(m,2H),1.71 ~1.78(m,2H) ,0.79 ~ 0. 84 (t, J =
9.7Hz,3H) ESI-MS m/z:387.21[M+H]*.
3 itig
3.1 ZREEMBEEHIEFEKTE

CA RIE MR &7 55 KIE W& Tk 2 i1 -
I — 4 — WRIE R A JFORE, 38 5T Strecker FE A | IR 7K i |
BRAL 0 5 EEAL BEAE BRI A5 S R R, 54
IR ET 25 K e 219 i T R ZE o DA TR
BRI B , O A 7 1 B B AR =R " HEL
TR, AT a Tl At Az 5 2) R A s i Z
FE T RS2 BRI, AE AR KA 22 42 1)
AR T Tl A A 77 ARG DL 1 5 B B 2 i A
et R T R AR B R e i U R 3 T2, AT AR
ekt Tl ik =,
3.2 N -Boc - WRBEARME A R 58 W0 BB IE £ Kk 17

G5 R 6 ETR 25 K e i S H b [l 44, I &5
M Jfg it O L, et B 4 R AL A AL A 5 L R
BN E Y 5 A T 23T Tk

B R AR EUR L RS R I L Boc
S SR 5 K BEAZ R NE B ) H AR B2 AT R ZE A Boc,
XoF I P 8 PR A7 35 T 43 ) A S e o A A R L
B Boe!20-22) oz ROWAR R iEAT T Ak, S5 R R
FHIE R 56 T 20 & &7 28 KJE st kb 54 5, 75 1F
UKBETR — /K — ERW2 b R A R I & 2B A7, S it B Ry
50 ~ 60 °C, Wi i [al A 1 20 b, Fr iS4k &4 5 /Y 46 24
H90% , 77 i it e AR 2%, R A N AliAk A0 TR A 7 A
e, () B A0S I & s o7 42 4 s Rl RS, SR 1 Tl Ak AR
725 R AL E N Boe T2 & ALG 9 5, = B[] 42
B, RN SRR, BT AR Al B A, T AR S AR,
AL S 6 T AR AR 7 AR BF S L NV - Boe - IR
WE BAAE R G AT 25 e R i Ykt
3.3 REBRE. REMEEMNSFEERAENHEY 3
p={:0p- A

AW 3 G ET 75K B E 2 R, i 5
Mo 8 i o, OGS L £ T2 64T TR AL AR S AL A
Y30 e B, B I B SN ) B DR Y SRR AR
SR SR A ol 118 S R 2 o R g ek R e v L B g B [ ek
KRS A, 2 5 30 Boe A S 7 AE N -
HBEE A 2 o, ™ S Ak 5 4 3 AL G 9 9 1 T i L K
XA T A7 T4k, 85 R M IS R 505 2 Y 15
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IRIER L 11 OB A5 2 R RN 58 4 5 B R L
1201 OfF B N - A S T R R
LBt 52 7 305 P58 P9 338 o RS2 g B[] B S, IV - FR A 2y
[T & F BT L E 20 ~ 30 °CRN T EE N RN 2 h, i
) i il 2 10% LA b5 S EEIR R 1. 150 1. O,
J 7 ek BE AR I AE O ~ 10 °CL B 1 h, BI=9 N - F 54k
B AT I AE 1% LA, 76 J5 2k 4 B0 72 o A
TR Uk U T A 0T o o OB A8 T % A8 TR ) R I TR
0~ 10 °C, R EFEIN 1 h, PSSR B 510 &9 2 (il BE /R
1. 15:1.0,
3.4 FTKiTRERAEM
RE K N

FE 25 A6 B 9 I e B, TCAK AT A6 I P 2 R R
T2 SN A o ) DG B R 2R ™ S Ak 9 1 A
WO JE AR B R P 2 AR Y R AT T AR, A5 R Y
TR ER SE Y 8 B EE/R T 1.0: 1. OB, 77
Y1 mAK T 99. 5%; MR HAK T 1. 0 1. OB, WiOR 55
% (74. 6%) ; 4 FE IR R 1. 02 1. O B, Jr 45 77 5 o e 4
4, HSOR AL 5 (96. 0% ) o Ui 2 T 120 B8 JC K ki
MR S5ALE Y 8 HIBEJR LM 1. 0: 1. 0% AR IR R 64T T
ek, 255 5 FHTC 7K AR A s 1 500 Bsf e it P i
AL (68. 8%) , AR &, AIE A Tolkfb A= ik H
S T B Ry R T SR, ISR 85 1 (88. 2% ) , H 57 TR i
B B3 (0. 51%) M AR (2020 4F Bz b [ 25 L) ip 3 5 S
AR B AR 4L 0. 5%) , 7= fh T B R A 46 5 Mk N
P A S R0 B, O 5 37 (96. 0% ) , HLI 5% BE 1
(0. 16% ) A% o BUBA 2 1228 B8 v 1 R 1 790 S DRI«
3.5 FEEG

AW RS R IR & OF KIE A T2, TR
REBEN Dy A5, IV 2% AR a8 B 1 foff T 235 i1
B R M AN R I T2, et AR T, 2
fn 20 B P38 99. 5% LA b 5 T 25 1 o et e 2 4
PERE, TG Ak Tl
S ik
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