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Legal Validity of Electronic Prescription
SUN Huajun,CUI Wenbin,YU Guangjun

(Shanghai Children's Hospital.School of Medicine ,Shanghai Jiao Tong University,Shanghai.,China 200062 )
Abstract: Objective To investigate the legal validity of electronic prescription in medical institutions. Methods The legal validity
of electronic prescription was analyzed from the definition of prescription, management significance of prescription and the
confirmation of the legitimacy of electronic prescription. Results The electronic prescription in the Internet hospital could be
automatically generated by the hospital information system (HIS),and its legal status had been established in relevant documents,
but it was still in a fuzzy area within the entity medical institutions. The definition of prescription in the relevant documents at
home and abroad emphasized the definition core of ”"drug treatment instruction”, rather than taking the format of " prescription
standard” as the important condition. Conclusion As a basic part of outpatient (emergency) medical records,the legal validity of
electronic prescription should be the same as that of paper prescription with the upgrading of the construction of hospital electronic
medical record system. A prescription completed by medical staff in an electronic medical record system that complied with the
Basic Norms of Electronic Medical Records and displayed a reliable electronic signature was an electronic prescription with the
same legal validity as a paper prescription.
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