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Abstract: Objective The Shang-

To provide a reference for the establishment of a drug input code coding system in China. Methods
hai Children’s Medical Center Affiliated to Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine was taken as the sample hospital. All the
drugs’ information and input code information of the hospital were collected. The existing problems of drug input codes were classified
and analyzed according to the general name,trade name,common name,main component,dosage form,specification and drug manufacturer.
Results A total of 776 kinds of drugs were supplied in the hospital. There were 325(41.88% ) drugs with reasonable coding
structure, 205(26. 42% ) drugs with relatively reasonable coding structure,197(25.39% ) drugs with nonstandard coding structure,49(6. 31% )
drugs with error information. The length of the existing drug input codes was between three and ten characters. Conclusion The situa-
tion of nonstandard drug input codes in medical institutions is serious,so it is necessary to establish a unified and standardized drug

input code system in China.
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Tab.1 Classification of drugs supplied by the sample hospital(n =776)
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Tab.2 Code types of input method of existing drugs(n =776)
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Note: / indicates that the original input code is divided by /.
+ indicates that there is no division between the letters in the input

code, which is only used for classification.
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Fig.1 The character length of drug’'s existing input code and the

input code of common name and trade name
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