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Abstract : Objective
thy (DPN) . Methods

To compare the cost — effectiveness of 3 different dosage regimens in the treatment of diabetic peripheral neuropa-
Totally 120 patients with DPN were randomly divided into group A, group B and group C according to different
regimens. Group A was treated with lipoic acid,group B was treated with methycobal and lipoic acid,group C was treated with epalrestat
combined with lipoic acid. The clinical efficacy and the adverse drug reactions were compared among the three groups. Cost — effective-
ness analysis was used to analyze the cost — effectiveness ratio, the incremental cost — effectiveness ratio and the sensitivity analysis of
the three groups. Results The cost of group A, group B and group C was 1 717.52 Yuan,2 135.84 Yuan and 1 973.72 Yuan,re-
spectively,and the total effective rate in group A was 65.00% ,which was significantly lower than 87.50% in group B and 92.50%
in group C (P < 0.05). Cost — effectiveness ratios were 26.42,24.41 and 21.34 for group A,group B and group C,respectively. The
results of cost — effectiveness analysis were supported by sensitivity analysis. There was no statistical significance in the incidence rate of
adverse drug reaction among the three groups( P > 0.05).In terms of pharmacoeconomics,the regimen of group C was the most cost —
effective for the treatment of DPN. Conclusion Lipoic acid combined with epalrestat in the treatment of DPN is economical and effi-
cient,which is worthy of the first choice of physicians.
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