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Investigation and Analysis of Off — Label Drug Use for Hospitalized Children in the

Department of Pediatrics in a Hospital from 2016 to 2017
Cheng Mei, Ling Bo, Bian Hailin, Peng Wei, Miao Yang, Zhang Ting

( Department of Pharmacy, Yancheng First People’ s Hospital, Yancheng, Jiangsu, China 224001 )
Abstract: Objective To promote the rational drug use for children. Methods Totally 300 medical records of hospitalized children in
the Department of Pediatrics in a hospital from July 2016 to June 2017 were randomly selected, and off —label drug use was statistically
analyzed referring to the latest version of the drug instructions, China’s National Prescription Collection (2013 Children’s Edition) .
Results The off —label drug use for hospitalized children accounted for 83.00% , among them, the off —label drug use of medication
orders accounted for 33.57% . The proportion of children(aged 2 to 11) with off —label drug use and the proportion of medication
orders were the number one, which was 55.60% and 55.41% . Secondly, for infants and children(28 d —23 months), the proportion of
off —label drug use and the proportion of medication orders were 34.00% and 31.53%. The diseases with high incidence rates of

off — label drug use were pneumonia, acute bronchitis, acute pharyngitis. The top 5 types of off — label drug use were no mention of
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children’s information (35. 46% ), super — indication (23. 10% ), super — adaptation (9. 74% ), improper course of treatment(7.37% ) and

improper dosage(6.49% ). The top 3 drugs with off —label drug use in the drug category were antimicrobial agents(16.49% ), respiratory

system drugs(13.46% ) and traditional Chinese medicine preparation(12.66% ). Conclusion The off —label drug use of hospitalized

children in the Department of Pediatric is common, the results may play a therapeutic role for the condition of children, but also may

lead to adverse reactions, and even cause medical disputes. Clinical pharmacists should strengthen evidence — based medical evidence

collection, analyze adverse reactions caused by off —label drug use, ensure the safety and effectiveness of medication for children, and

reduce the legal risks of medical staff.

Key words: off — label drug use; Department of Pediatrics; hospitalization; rational drug use; safe medication
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